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The Problem with Wipes

Two problems are associated with wipes:

1. Non-flushable wipes are not labeled
clearly, so consumers do not know to
dispose of them in the trashcan, not
the toilet

2. Wipes labeled “flushable” do not
actually break down well in real
sewer systems




The Issue is the Tissue
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To be flushable
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National Association of Clean Water Agencies

(NACWA) Experiment
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Source: http://www.nacwa.org/docs/default-source/resources---public/wipes-one-
pager.pdf?sfvrsn=2




NACWA Experiment

A previous version
of the INDA
flushability
guidelines
produced this
wipe, which could
be flushed 100
times without
breaking apart!




TasWater (Tasmania)
Experiment




Big Money

For wipe manufacturers, heavy
investments in products for
adults have resonated with
customers. Market research,
cited in a

last year, suggested that
from 2008 to 2013, sales of the
moist flushable wipes had grown
23 percent to $367 million.




DC Water’s Nonwoven Disposable
Products Act of 2016 .




TOILET PAPER

THE ONE AND ONLY
FLUSHABLE WIPE

Paper, Pee, & Poo

Focus on the three Ps in customer outreach






Questions?

City of Raleigh
Public Utilities Department
Sewer Maintenance Division

919-996-3245



